
Ditto In Legal Language

Ditto in Legal Language: Understanding Its Use and
Implications

Introduction:

Have you ever encountered the word "ditto" in a legal document? While seemingly innocuous, its use
in formal legal contexts can be surprisingly complex and potentially problematic. This
comprehensive guide dives deep into the meaning and implications of "ditto" in legal language,
exploring its proper usage, potential pitfalls, and best practices for avoiding ambiguity in legal
writing. We’ll unravel the nuances of this seemingly simple word, showing you why precision is
paramount in legal documentation. This post will equip you with the knowledge to confidently
understand and use (or avoid) "ditto" in your legal work.

H2: What Does "Ditto" Mean in Legal Contexts?

In everyday conversation, "ditto" is a casual abbreviation for "the same as above." However, legal
writing demands precision and clarity far beyond casual conversation. While "ditto" might appear in
informal legal notes or drafts, its use in formal documents – contracts, pleadings, affidavits – is
generally discouraged. The primary reason is its potential for ambiguity. What exactly is being
repeated? The entire preceding line? Only a portion of it? This lack of specificity creates room for
misinterpretation and potential legal disputes.

H2: The Risks of Using "Ditto" in Legal Documents

The primary risk associated with using "ditto" in legal documents is ambiguity. Courts expect
precision and clarity in legal submissions. The informal nature of "ditto" contradicts this expectation.
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Imagine a contract where party A's responsibilities are listed, and then party B’s responsibilities are
simply marked "ditto." What if party B has additional responsibilities not explicitly stated for party
A? The ambiguity could lead to costly litigation.

Furthermore, relying on "ditto" can create issues with provability. If a dispute arises, proving exactly
what "ditto" refers to can be challenging. Was there a mutual understanding of what was being
duplicated, or was the meaning subjective? These uncertainties can significantly complicate legal
proceedings.

H2: Alternatives to "Ditto" in Legal Writing

Instead of resorting to "ditto," legal professionals should embrace clear and unambiguous
alternatives. Here are a few suggestions:

Explicit repetition: Simply restate the relevant information. This is the most straightforward and
reliable method.
Cross-referencing: Use phrases like "as above," "see paragraph 3," or "same as section 2.a." Ensure
the reference is unambiguous.
Incorporation by reference: This technique formally incorporates another document or section into
the current one. It's ideal for lengthy or repeated clauses.
Use of tables: Tables are particularly useful for presenting parallel information, eliminating the need
for repetition and reducing the potential for error.

H3: Choosing the Right Alternative

The optimal alternative to "ditto" depends on the context. For short, simple repetitions, explicit
repetition might be best. For more complex or lengthy repetitions, cross-referencing or
incorporation by reference might be more appropriate. Tables are excellent for comparing similar
information across multiple parties or items.

H2: Best Practices for Avoiding Ambiguity in Legal Documents

Plain language: Avoid legalese and jargon whenever possible. Strive for clarity and simplicity in your
writing.
Proofreading: Carefully review all documents for any potential ambiguities or inconsistencies.
Second review: Have another legal professional review your work to ensure clarity and accuracy.
Defined terms: Define any potentially ambiguous terms early in the document.
Consistent formatting: Maintain consistent formatting throughout the document to improve
readability and reduce confusion.

Conclusion:

While "ditto" might have a place in informal notes or drafts, its use in formal legal documents is
strongly discouraged. The potential for ambiguity and the difficulties in proving its intended
meaning outweigh any perceived convenience. Prioritizing clarity, precision, and unambiguous
language is crucial in legal writing. By embracing clear alternatives and adhering to best practices,



legal professionals can avoid the pitfalls of "ditto" and ensure the legal soundness and defensibility
of their documents.

FAQs:

1. Can I use "ditto" in an email between colleagues discussing a legal matter? While generally
acceptable in informal communication, it's still best to err on the side of caution and avoid it
entirely, even in internal emails. Explicit language is always preferred.

2. Is there a situation where "ditto" might be acceptable in a legal document? It's extremely rare.
Only in extremely informal annexes or internal drafts, with clear understanding among all parties
involved, could it potentially be considered. However, it's always safer to avoid it entirely.

3. What if "ditto" is used in a contract I've received? You should immediately request clarification
from the other party regarding the ambiguous sections marked with "ditto." It's crucial to ensure a
clear and unambiguous understanding of all contract terms before signing.

4. Can I use abbreviations like "ibid." or "idem" instead of "ditto"? While these are more formal than
"ditto," they still carry a risk of ambiguity. It is always better to write out the information in full to
prevent any misinterpretation.

5. How would I best explain the use of "ditto" in a legal context to someone without a legal
background? Explain that in legal writing, absolute precision is needed. "Ditto" is too vague; it's like
saying "same thing" without specifying what thing is the same. This vagueness could lead to
disputes. It's far better to be completely clear.

  ditto in legal language: Derrida and Law Pierre Legrand, 2017-07-05 This volume gathers
together sixteen seminal articles, all written by leading scholars, which articulate and effectuate the
influence of Derrida's scholarship on the field of law. The articles included in this collection are
underpinned by the authors' shared belief that the intellectual challenges posed by Derrida's work to
legal scholarship are as challenging as they are pressing and as profound as they are inescapable. In
addition to a thorough introduction addressing salient aspects of Jacques Derrida's engagement with
law, this book comes with an extensive bibliography of sources in English. This provides the reader
with a carefully selected list of more than one hundred texts, all of which serve as introductory
pathways to Derrida's philosophy and in particular to the interaction between Derrida and law. A
fine reminder of the trans-disciplinary influence of Jacques Derrida's thought, this landmark
collection is destined to generate substantial interest in philosophy departments and law schools
alike.
  ditto in legal language: The Legal Observer, Or, Journal of Jurisprudence , 1833
  ditto in legal language: The Law Times , 1843
  ditto in legal language: The Legal Observer, and Solicitors' Journal , 1854
  ditto in legal language: Judicial and Statutory Definitions of Words and Phrases , 1914
  ditto in legal language: Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review , 1839
  ditto in legal language: Government Gazette , 1890
  ditto in legal language: Justice of the Peace and County, Borough, Poor Law Union and
Parish Law Recorder , 1839
  ditto in legal language: The London Magazine , 1821
  ditto in legal language: The London Magazine John Scott, John Taylor, 1821
  ditto in legal language: Law, Language and Communication Walter Probert, 1972



  ditto in legal language: Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws Susan Stefan, 2016 Rational
Suicide, Irrational Laws argues that laws aimed at preventing suicide and laws aimed at facilitating
it co-exist because they are based on two radically disparate conceptions of the would-be suicide.
This is the first book that unifies policies and laws toward people who want to end their lives.
  ditto in legal language: The Athenaeum , 1832
  ditto in legal language: Journals of the House of Commons Great Britain House of
Commons, 1818
  ditto in legal language: The Jurist .. , 1840
  ditto in legal language: Athenaeum and Literary Chronicle James Silk Buckingham, John
Sterling, Frederick Denison Maurice, Henry Stebbing, Charles Wentworth Dilke, Thomas Kibble
Hervey, William Hepworth Dixon, Norman Maccoll, Vernon Horace Rendall, John Middleton Murry,
1828
  ditto in legal language: The Weekly Notes , 1873
  ditto in legal language: Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for British India and Its
Dependencies , 1826
  ditto in legal language: The Solicitors' Journal & Reporter , 1871
  ditto in legal language: The Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for British India and
Its Dependencies , 1826
  ditto in legal language: Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for British and Foreign
India, China and Australasia , 1826
  ditto in legal language: The Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for British and Foreign
India, China, and Australia , 1826
  ditto in legal language: The Asiatic journal and monthly register for British and foreign India,
China and Australasia , 1826
  ditto in legal language: An English and Burman Vocabulary, Preceded by a Concise Grammar
George H. Hough, 1825
  ditto in legal language: The Central Law Journal , 1876 Vols. 64-96 include Central law
journal's international law list.
  ditto in legal language: The Solicitors' Journal , 1875
  ditto in legal language: Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review , 1911
  ditto in legal language: The Calcutta Gazette , 1912
  ditto in legal language: Catalogue of Books , 1893
  ditto in legal language: Law and Drama in Ancient Greece , 2013-10-16 The relationship
between law and literature is rich and complex. In the past three and half decades, the topic has
received much attention from literary critics and legal scholars studying modern literature. Despite
the prominence of law and justice in Ancient Greek literature, there has been little interest among
Classical scholars in the connections between law and drama. This is the first collection of essays to
approach Greek tragedy and comedy from a legal perspective. The volume does not claim to provide
an exhaustive treatment of law and literature in ancient Greece. Rather it provides a sample of
different approaches to the topic. Some essays show how knowledge of Athenian law enhances our
understanding of individual passages in Attic drama and the mimes of Herodas and enriches our
appreciation of dramatic techniques. Other essays examine the information provided about legal
procedure found in Aristophanes' comedies or the views about the role of law in society expressed in
Attic drama. The collection reveals reveal how the study of law and legal procedure can enhance our
understanding of ancient drama and bring new insights to the interpretation of individual plays.
  ditto in legal language: Comparative Law Rudolf B. Schlesinger, 1998 Among the
developments considered are the legal changes that have resulted from the demise of the Soviet
empire and of ?socialist ? law; the continuing impact that both European Community law and
regional human rights law have had on the internal legal systems of European countries;
concomitant tensions toward a revised ?common law of Europe? and toward a closer ?convergence?
between civil and common law systems; and renewed attention to the methodological problems



faced by comparative law, in part because of these other developments.
  ditto in legal language: Everybody's Dictionary of Philippine Law Ismael G. Khan, 2007
  ditto in legal language: The Justice of the Peace , 1843
  ditto in legal language: Appendix to the Journals of the House of Representatives of
New Zealand New Zealand. Parliament. House of Representatives, 1882
  ditto in legal language: Local Dollars, Local Sense Michael Shuman, 2012 Local Dollars,
Local Sense is a guide to creating Community Resilience. Americans' long-term savings in stocks,
bonds, mutual funds, pension funds, and life insurance funds total about $30 trillion. But not even 1
percent of these savings touch local small business-even though roughly half the jobs and the output
in the private economy come from them. So, how can people increasingly concerned with the poor
returns from Wall Street and the devastating impact of global companies on their communities
invest in Main Street? In Local Dollars, Local Sense, local economy pioneer Michael Shuman shows
investors, including the nearly 99% who are unaccredited, how to put their money into building local
businesses and resilient regional economies-and profit in the process. A revolutionary toolbox for
social change, written with compelling personal stories, the book delivers the most thorough
overview available of local investment options, explains the obstacles, and profiles investors who
have paved the way. Shuman demystifies the growing realm of local investment choices-from
institutional lending to investment clubs and networks, local investment funds, community
ownership, direct public offerings, local stock exchanges, crowdfunding, and more. He also guides
readers through the lucrative opportunities to invest locally in their homes, energy efficiency, and
themselves. A rich resource for both investors and the entrepreneurs they want to support, Local
Dollars, Local Sense eloquently shows how to truly protect your financial future--and your
community's.
  ditto in legal language: The Legal Status of the Basque Language Today Gloria Pilar
Totoricaguena, 2008 Nine specialists give us their analyses and diagnoses of the legal status of
language planning and of the current situation of the Basque language in its homeland and abroad.
Articles detail contemporary legal cases, laws, government policies and programs both in Euskal
Herria and in the Basque diaspora that hinder or help the living Basque language, Euskara.
Language coexistence in Canada is highlighted as a comparative reference.
  ditto in legal language: Jurist , 1846
  ditto in legal language: The Spectator , 1835 A weekly review of politics, literature, theology,
and art.
  ditto in legal language: The New Law Journal , 1995
  ditto in legal language: Reports of Land Valuation Appeals in Referee's Courts, High
Court, and House of Lords , 1914

Ditto clipboard manager
Ditto is an extension to the standard windows clipboard. It saves each item placed on the clipboard
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Ditto clipboard extender - SourceForge
Changed how Ditto pings the clipboard to ensure it is connected to the clipboard. It was causing a
conflict with some other programs that resulted in Ditto using 100% of the cpu

Ditto clipboard extender - SourceForge
Absolutly nothing, there is no tracking of any kind built into Ditto. All data Ditto saves (settings and
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