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Total Control in North Korea: A Deep Dive into the Kim
Regime's Grip on Power

North Korea, officially the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), is infamous for its iron-
fisted rule and near-total control over its citizens' lives. This isn't simply about a strong government;
it's a meticulously crafted system designed to maintain the Kim family's dynasty and suppress any
dissent. This post will delve deep into the multifaceted mechanisms used to achieve this pervasive
control, examining the political, social, economic, and technological aspects that contribute to the
DPRK's unique, and arguably brutal, societal structure. We'll explore the strategies employed by the
regime and analyze their effectiveness in maintaining power.

The Kim Dynasty: A Legacy of Absolute Power

The Kim family's grip on power is the cornerstone of North Korea's totalitarian system. Since the
nation's founding, three generations of the Kim family - Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il, and Kim Jong-un -
have cemented a hereditary dictatorship, effectively eliminating any possibility of legitimate political
opposition. The personality cult surrounding each leader is meticulously cultivated through state-
controlled media, education, and propaganda, portraying them as almost god-like figures. This cult
of personality is not merely a symbolic gesture; it is a vital tool for maintaining absolute obedience.

Propaganda and State-Controlled Media: Shaping Perceptions
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The DPRK's media landscape is entirely controlled by the state. News, entertainment, and even
educational materials are carefully crafted to reinforce the regime's narrative, portraying the Kim
family as benevolent leaders and painting the outside world as a hostile enemy. Access to outside
information, including news and the internet, is strictly limited, if not entirely prohibited, leaving
citizens with a highly skewed and manipulated perception of reality. This informational blockade is a
critical component of maintaining control.

The Surveillance State: Constant Monitoring and Control

Total control isn't possible without constant surveillance. North Korea operates an extensive
network of informants, often neighbors and colleagues, who report on suspicious activities to the
authorities. This pervasive surveillance, combined with the ubiquitous presence of security forces,
creates a climate of fear and self-censorship. Even seemingly innocuous actions can lead to severe
consequences. Technology, although limited, plays an increasingly significant role in bolstering
surveillance capabilities.

Economic Control: Resource Allocation and the Juche Ideology

North Korea's economic system is deeply intertwined with the regime's grip on power. The Juche
ideology, promoting self-reliance, is used to justify the state's control over all aspects of the
economy. Resource allocation is heavily skewed towards the military and the elite, leaving the vast
majority of the population to endure widespread poverty and food shortages. This economic hardship
further weakens the population’s ability to challenge the regime.

Repression and the Punishment of Dissent: Maintaining Order
Through Fear

The DPRK has a notoriously brutal system of punishment for dissent. Those suspected of challenging
the regime face imprisonment in notoriously harsh labor camps (kwanliso), where human rights
abuses are rampant. The fear of such consequences effectively silences most potential opposition.
Public executions and other forms of punishment serve as a constant reminder of the consequences
of disobedience.

Technological Limitations and Control of Information Flow:

While technology is advancing globally, North Korea carefully controls access to the internet and
modern communication technologies. This digital isolation serves to protect the regime’s narrative
from external scrutiny and to prevent the spread of dissenting viewpoints. This limitation, while
seemingly simple, is a critical tool for maintaining its control.



Conclusion

Total control in North Korea is the result of a complex interplay of political, social, economic, and
technological factors. The Kim family's hereditary rule, coupled with state-controlled media,
pervasive surveillance, economic hardship, and brutal repression, creates a society where dissent is
virtually impossible. While outside pressure and subtle internal shifts might eventually lead to
change, the DPRK's current system remains firmly entrenched, highlighting the enduring power of
totalitarianism in the 21st century.

FAQs

1. Are there any internal movements challenging the Kim regime? While overt challenges are
extremely risky, there are likely pockets of discontent and subtle resistance, although their extent
and effectiveness are difficult to assess due to the strict information control.

2. What role does the military play in maintaining control? The North Korean military is a crucial
pillar of the regime's power. Its loyalty is secured through privileged treatment and indoctrination,
making it a key enforcer of the regime's will.

3. How does the international community respond to North Korea's human rights abuses? The
international community has consistently condemned North Korea's human rights record through
various resolutions and sanctions. However, the regime’s defiance and the complex geopolitical
landscape have limited the effectiveness of these efforts.

4. Is there any hope for democratic reform in North Korea? The prospect of significant democratic
reform in the near future appears slim, given the deeply entrenched nature of the regime's control
and the lack of internal or external pressure strong enough to effect meaningful change.

5. What is the role of religion in North Korea's control mechanisms? The Juche ideology acts as a
quasi-religion, replacing traditional faith with loyalty to the Kim family and the state. Religious
practices outside of this state-sanctioned framework are severely suppressed.

total control in north korea: The Real North Korea Andrei Lankov, 2015 In The Real North
Korea, Lankov substitutes cold, clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric surrounding this opaque
police state. Based on vast expertise, this book reveals how average North Koreans live, how their
leaders rule, and how both survive

total control in north korea: North Korea Heonik Kwon, Byung-Ho Chung, 2012-03-12 This
timely, pathbreaking study of North Korea’s political history and culture sheds invaluable light on
the country’s unique leadership continuity and succession. Leading scholars Heonik Kwon and
Byung-Ho Chung begin by tracing Kim Il Sung’s rise to power during the Cold War. They show how
his successor, his eldest son, Kim Jong Il, sponsored the production of revolutionary art to unleash a
public political culture that would consolidate Kim’s charismatic power and his own hereditary
authority. The result was the birth of a powerful modern theater state that sustains North Korean
leaders’ sovereignty now to a third generation. In defiance of the instability to which so many



revolutionary states eventually succumb, the durability of charismatic politics in North Korea defines
its exceptional place in modern history. Kwon and Chung make an innovative contribution to
comparative socialism and postsocialism as well as to the anthropology of the state. Their pioneering
work is essential for all readers interested in understanding North Korea’s past and future, the
destiny of charismatic power in modern politics, the role of art in enabling this power.

total control in north korea: Art Under Control in North Korea Jane Portal, 2005-08-15
Nuclear bombs and geopolitical controversy are often the first things associated with North Korea
and its volatile leader Kim Jong-II. Yet behind the secretive curtain of this isolated nation also lies a
little-known and slowly expanding world of art. Art Under Control in North Korea is the first Western
publication to explore the state-controlled role of art in North Korea. This timely volume places
North Korean art in its historical, political, and social contexts, with a discussion on the state system
of cultivating and promoting artists and an examination of the range of art produced, from painting
and calligraphy to architecture and applied art. Portal offers an incisive analysis that compares the
dictatorial control exerted over artists by North Korean leaders to that of past regimes. She also
examines the ways in which archaeology has been employed for political ends to legitimize the
present regime. Art Under Control in North Korea is an intriguing and vibrant volume that explores
the creation of art under totalitarian rule and the ways art can subvert a dictatorial regime.

total control in north korea: Domestic Constraints on South Korean Foreign Policy Scott
A. Snyder, Geun Lee, Young Ho Kim, Jiyoon Kim, 2018-01-01 These essays support the argument
that strong and effective presidential leadership is the most important prerequisite for South Korea
to sustain and project its influence abroad. That leadership should be attentive to the need for public
consensus and should operate within established legislative mechanisms that ensure public
accountability. The underlying structures sustaining South Korea’s foreign policy formation are
generally sound; the bigger challenge is to manage domestic politics in ways that promote public
confidence about the direction and accountability of presidential leadership in foreign policy.

total control in north korea: North Korea's Hidden Revolution Jieun Baek, 2016-11-15 “A
crisp, dramatic examination of how technology and human ingenuity are undermining North Korea’s
secretive dictatorship.”—Kirkus Reviews One of the least understood countries in the world, North
Korea has long been known for its repressive regime. Yet it is far from being an impenetrable black
box. Media flows covertly into the country, and fault lines are appearing in the government’s sealed
informational borders. Drawing on deeply personal interviews with North Korean defectors from all
walks of life, ranging from propaganda artists to diplomats, Jieun Baek tells the story of North
Korea’s information underground—the network of citizens who take extraordinary risks by
circulating illicit content such as foreign films, television shows, soap operas, books, and
encyclopedias. By fostering an awareness of life outside North Korea and enhancing cultural
knowledge, the materials these citizens disseminate are affecting the social and political
consciousness of a people, as well as their everyday lives. “A fine primer on the country, based on
extensive interviews with defectors.”—Times Literary Supplement “A fascinating book.”—The New
York Times “[A] timely and cogent book.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “A fascinating and
intelligent overview of the ways that information is liberating North Koreans’ minds.”—Robert S.
Boynton, author of The Invitation-Only Zone: The True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project “A
fascinating, important, and vivid account of how unofficial information is increasingly seeping into
the North and chipping away at the regime’s myths—and hence its control of North Korean
society.”—Sue Mi Terry, former CIA analyst and senior research scholar at the Weatherhead East
Asia Institute, Columbia University

total control in north korea: Marked for Life Robert M. Collins, 2012

total control in north korea: North of the DMZ Andrei Lankov, 2014-01-10 The Kim dynasty
has ruled North Korea for over 60 years. Most of that period has found the country suffering under
mature Stalinism characterized by manipulation, brutality and tight social control. Nevertheless,
some citizens of Kim Jong Il's regime manage to transcend his tyranny in their daily existence. This
book describes that difficult but f existence and the world that the North Koreans have created for



themselves in the face of oppression. Many features of this world are unique and even bizarre. But
they have been created by the citizens to reflect their own ideas and values, in sharp contrast to the
world forced upon them by a totalitarian system. Opening chapters introduce the political system
and the extent to which it permeates citizens' daily lives, from the personal status badges they wear
to the nationalized distribution of the food they eat. Chapters discussing the schools, the economic
system, and family life dispel the myth of the workers' paradise that North Korea attempts to
perpetuate. In these chapters the intricacies of daily life in a totalitarian dictatorship are seen
through the eyes of defectors whose anecdotes constitute an important portion of the material. The
closing chapter treats at length the significant changes that have taken place in North Korea over
the last decade, concluding that these changes will lead to the quiet but inevitable death of North
Korean Stalinism. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.

total control in north korea: Kim Jong Il and North Korea Andrew Scobell, 2006

total control in north korea: Patterns of Impunity Robert R. King, 2021 As the U.S. special
envoy for North Korean human rights from 2009 to 2017, Ambassador Robert R. King led efforts to
ensure that human rights were an integral part of U.S. policy with North Korea. In Patterns of
Impunity, he traces U.S. involvement and interest in North Korean human rights, from the adoption
of the North Korean Human Rights Act in 2004--legislation which King himself was involved in and
which called for the creation of the special envoy position--to his own negotiations with North
Korean diplomats over humanitarian assistance, discussions that would ultimately end because of
the death of Kim Jong-il and Kim Jong-un's ascension as Supreme Leader, as well as continued
nuclear and missile testing. Beyond an in-depth overview of his time as special envoy, Ambassador
King provides insights into the United Nations' role in addressing the North Korean human rights
crisis, including the UN Human Rights Council's creation of the UN Commission of Inquiry on
Human Rights in the DPRK in 2013-14, and discussions in the Security Council on North Korea
human rights. King explores subjects such as the obstacles to getting outside information to citizens
of one of the most isolated countries in the world; the welfare of DPRK defectors, and how China has
both abetted North Korea by returning refugees and enabled the problem of human trafficking; the
detaining of U.S. citizens in North Korea and efforts to free them, including King's escorting U.S.
citizen Eddie Jun back from Pyongyang in 2011; and the challenges of providing humanitarian
assistance to a country with no formal relations with the United States and where separating human
rights from politics is virtually impossible.

total control in north korea: Nothing to Envy Barbara Demick, 2009-12-29 An eye-opening
account of life inside North Korea—a closed world of increasing global importance—hailed as a “tour
de force of meticulous reporting” (The New York Review of Books), with a new afterword that
revisits these stories—and North Korea more broadly—in 2022, in the wake of the pandemic
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST In
this landmark addition to the literature of totalitarianism, award-winning journalist Barbara Demick
follows the lives of six North Korean citizens over fifteen years—a chaotic period that saw the death
of Kim Il-sung, the rise to power of his son Kim Jong-il (the father of Kim Jong-un), and a devastating
famine that killed one-fifth of the population. Demick brings to life what it means to be living under
the most repressive regime today—an Orwellian world that is by choice not connected to the
Internet, where displays of affection are punished, informants are rewarded, and an offhand remark
can send a person to the gulag for life. She takes us deep inside the country, beyond the reach of
government censors, and through meticulous and sensitive reporting we see her subjects fall in love,
raise families, nurture ambitions, and struggle for survival. One by one, we witness their profound,
life-altering disillusionment with the government and their realization that, rather than providing
them with lives of abundance, their country has betrayed them. Praise for Nothing to Envy
“Provocative . . . offers extensive evidence of the author’s deep knowledge of this country while
keeping its sights firmly on individual stories and human details.”—The New York Times “Deeply
moving . . . The personal stories are related with novelistic detail.”—The Wall Street Journal “A tour



de force of meticulous reporting.”—The New York Review of Books “Excellent . . . humanizes a
downtrodden, long-suffering people whose individual lives, hopes and dreams are so little known
abroad.”—San Francisco Chronicle “The narrow boundaries of our knowledge have expanded
radically with the publication of Nothing to Envy. . . . Elegantly structured and written, [it] is a
groundbreaking work of literary nonfiction.”—John Delury, Slate “At times a page-turner, at others
an intimate study in totalitarian psychology.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

total control in north korea: Within Limits Wayne Thompson, Bernard C. Nalty, 1997-07
Despite American success in preventing the conquest of South Korea by communist North Korea, the
Korean War of 1950-1953 did not satisfy Americans who expected the kind of total victory they had
experienced in WW II. In Korea, the U.S. limited itself to conventional weapons. Even after
communist China entered the war, Americans put China off-limits to conventional bombing as well
as nuclear bombing. Operating within these limits, the U.S. Air Force helped to repel 2 invasions of
South Korea while securing control of the skies so decisively that other U.N. forces could fight
without fear of air attack.

total control in north korea: North Korea Hazel Smith, 2015-04-09 This is a historically
founded, empirical study of social and economic transformation wrought by 'marketisation from
below' in North Korea.

total control in north korea: The Cleanest Race B.R. Myers, 2011-02-01 Understanding
North Korea through its propaganda What do the North Koreans really believe? How do they see
themselves and the world around them? Here B.R. Myers, a North Korea analyst and a contributing
editor of The Atlantic, presents the first full-length study of the North Korean worldview. Drawing on
extensive research into the regime’s domestic propaganda, including films, romance novels and
other artifacts of the personality cult, Myers analyzes each of the country’s official myths in
turn—from the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity, to the myth of an America quaking in terror
of “the Iron General.” In a concise but groundbreaking historical section, Myers also traces the
origins of this official culture back to the Japanese fascist thought in which North Korea'’s first
ideologues were schooled. What emerges is a regime completely unlike the West’s perception of it.
This is neither a bastion of Stalinism nor a Confucian patriarchy, but a paranoid nationalist,
“military-first” state on the far right of the ideological spectrum. Since popular support for the North
Korean regime now derives almost exclusively from pride in North Korean military might,
Pyongyang can neither be cajoled nor bullied into giving up its nuclear program. The implications for
US foreign policy—which has hitherto treated North Korea as the last outpost of the Cold War—are
as obvious as they are troubling. With North Korea now calling for a “blood reckoning” with the
“Yankee jackals,” Myers’s unprecedented analysis could not be more timely.

total control in north korea: Unveiling the North Korean Economy Byung-Yeon Kim,
Pyong-yon Kim, 2017-06-08 A comprehensive, systematic analysis of the North Korean economy,
exposing its hidden workings through quantitative data analysis and surveys.

total control in north korea: Kim Jong Un and the Bomb Ankit Panda, 2020 Kim Jong Un
and the Bomb tells the story of how North Korea-once derided in the 1970s as a fourth-rate
pipsqueak of a country by President Richard Nixon-came to credibly threaten the American
homeland with a thermonuclear bomb atop an intercontinental-range ballistic missile by November
2017.

total control in north korea: Becoming Kim Jong Un Jung H. Pak, 2021-04-06 A
groundbreaking account of the rise of North Korea’s Kim Jong Un—from his nuclear ambitions to his
summits with President Donald J. Trump—by a leading American expert “Shrewdly sheds light on
the world’s most recognizable mysterious leader, his life and what’s really going on behind the
curtain.”—Newsweek When Kim Jong Un became the leader of North Korea following his father's
death in 2011, predictions about his imminent fall were rife. North Korea was isolated, poor, unable
to feed its people, and clinging to its nuclear program for legitimacy. Surely this twentysomething
with a bizarre haircut and no leadership experience would soon be usurped by his elders. Instead,
the opposite happened. Now in his midthirties, Kim Jong Un has solidified his grip on his country




and brought the United States and the region to the brink of war. Still, we know so little about
him—or how he rules. Enter former CIA analyst Jung Pak, whose brilliant Brookings Institution essay
“The Education of Kim Jong Un” cemented her status as the go-to authority on the calculating young
leader. From the beginning of Kim'’s reign, Pak has been at the forefront of shaping U.S. policy on
North Korea and providing strategic assessments for leadership at the highest levels in the
government. Now, in this masterly book, she traces and explains Kim'’s ascent on the world stage,
from his brutal power-consolidating purges to his abrupt pivot toward diplomatic engagement that
led to his historic—and still poorly understood—summits with President Trump. She also sheds light
on how a top intelligence analyst assesses thorny national security problems: avoiding biases,
questioning assumptions, and identifying risks as well as opportunities. In piecing together Kim'’s
wholly unique life, Pak argues that his personality, perceptions, and preferences are underestimated
by Washington policy wonks, who assume he sees the world as they do. As the North Korean nuclear
threat grows, Becoming Kim Jong Un gives readers the first authoritative, behind-the-scenes look at
Kim’s character and motivations, creating an insightful biography of the enigmatic man who could
rule the hermit kingdom for decades—and has already left an indelible imprint on world history.

total control in north korea: Coercion, Control, Surveillance, and Punishment Ken E.
Gause, 2012 This report lifts the curtain on North Korea's three main security agencies, the State
Security Department, the Ministry of Public Security, and the Military Security Command.
Established with Soviet assistance in the mid to late 1940s and modeled on the Soviet secret police
apparatus, North Korea's internal security agencies rely on constant surveillance, a network of
informants in every neighborhood, and the threat of punishment in North Korea's notorious prison
camps to ensure the Kim regime's total control. The security agencies play a primary role in
restricting the flow of information and ensuring strict ideological conformity through harsh
surveillance and coercion. North Koreans must participate in self-criticism sessions or face
punishment, even time in a political prison camp. State security agents conduct routine checks to
ensure that radio sets remain perpetually tuned to the state frequency, and '109 squads' roam
border towns at night, arresting smugglers and confiscating South Korean TV shows and dramas
that have entered the country via portable media storage devices. Nevertheless, the report also
notes that the advent of post-famine small-scale private economic activity, cell phones, DVDs, USBs,
smuggled radios and increased access to foreign broadcasting and bribes are beginning to erode
some of the information blockade and political controls. Those North Koreans who assume great
risks to gain access to information from the outside world and to impart information show courage,
whether their actions are an act of dissent or just the result of wanting to learn more about the
world. What might ultimately bring change to North Korea is the increased inflow and outflow of
information. The security agencies, however, continue to enforce North Korea's information
blackout, by increasing border surveillance and cracking down on marketplaces, unauthorized
phone calls, and foreign broadcasting. Having ensured the survival of the Kim family's dynastic
regime for six decades, North Korea's complex and ruthless internal security apparatus will no doubt
continue to be a key element of Kim Jong-un's political control. Greater awareness of how it operates
is essential to understanding how the Kim regime remains in power.

total control in north korea: The North Korean Conundrum Robert R. King, Gi-Wook Shin,
2022-04-01 North Korea is consistently identified as one of the world’s worst human rights abusers.
However, the issue of human rights in North Korea is a complex one, intertwined with issues like life
in the North Korean police state, inter-Korean relations, denuclearization, access to information in
the North, and international cooperation, to name a few. There are likewise multiple actors involved,
including the two Korean governments, the United States, the United Nations, South Korea NGOs,
and global human rights organizations. While North Korea’s nuclear weapons and the security threat
it poses have occupied the center stage and eclipsed other issues in recent years, human rights
remain important to U.S. policy. The contributors to The North Korean Conundrum explore how
dealing with the issue of human rights is shaped and affected by the political issues with which it is
so entwined. Sections discuss the role of the United Nations; how North Koreans’ limited access to




information is part of the problem, and how this is changing; the relationship between human rights
and denuclearization; and North Korean human rights in comparative perspective.

total control in north korea: North Korea through the Looking Glass Kongdan Oh, Ralph
C. Hassig, 2004-05-13 Fifty-five years after its founding at the dawn of the cold war, North Korea
remains a land of illusions. Isolated and anachronistic, the country and its culture seem to be
dominated exclusively by the official ideology of Juche, which emphasizes national self-reliance,
independence, and worship of the supreme leader, General Kim Jong Il. Yet this socialist utopian
ideal is pursued with the calculations of international power politics. Kim has transformed North
Korea into a militarized state, whose nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and continued threat to
South Korea have raised alarm worldwide. This paradoxical combination of cultural isolation and
military-first policy has left the North Korean people woefully deprived of the opportunity to advance
socially and politically. The socialist economy, guided by political principles and bereft of
international support, has collapsed. Thousands, perhaps millions, have died of starvation. Foreign
trade has declined and the country's gross domestic product has recorded negative growth every
year for a decade. Yet rather than initiate the sort of market reforms that were implemented by
other communist governments, North Korean leaders have reverted to the economic policies of the
1950s: mass mobilization, concentration on heavy industry, and increased ideological indoctrination.
Although members of the political elite in Pyongyang are acutely aware of their nation's domestic
and foreign problems, they are plagued by fear and policy paralysis. North Korea Through the
Looking Glass sheds new light on this remote and peculiar country. Drawing on more than ten years
of research—including interviews with two dozen North Koreans who made the painful decision to
defect from their homeland—Kongdan Oh and Ralph C. Hassig explore what the leadership and the
masses believe about their current predicament. Through dual themes of persistence and illusion,
they explore North Korea's stubborn adherence to policies that have

total control in north korea: Rogue Regime Jasper Becker, 2005-05 An eye-opening look at
North Korea, a brutal Stalinist country that has become one of the most volatile hot spots in the
world.

total control in north korea: The Great Successor Anna Fifield, 2019-06-11 The
behind-the-scenes story of the rise and reign of the world's strangest and most elusive tyrant, Kim
Jong Un, by the journalist with the best connections and insights into the bizarrely dangerous world
of North Korea. Since his birth in 1984, Kim Jong Un has been swaddled in myth and propaganda,
from the plainly silly -- he could supposedly drive a car at the age of three -- to the grimly bloody
stories of family members who perished at his command. Anna Fifield reconstructs Kim's past and
present with exclusive access to sources near him and brings her unique understanding to explain
the dynastic mission of the Kim family in North Korea. The archaic notion of despotic family rule
matches the almost medieval hardship the country has suffered under the Kims. Few people thought
that a young, untested, unhealthy, Swiss-educated basketball fanatic could hold together a country
that should have fallen apart years ago. But Kim Jong Un has not just survived, he has thrived,
abetted by the approval of Donald Trump and diplomacy's weirdest bromance. Skeptical yet
insightful, Fifield creates a captivating portrait of the oddest and most secretive political regime in
the world -- one that is isolated yet internationally relevant, bankrupt yet in possession of nuclear
weapons -- and its ruler, the self-proclaimed Beloved and Respected Leader, Kim Jong Un.

total control in north korea: North Korea Confidential Daniel Tudor, James Pearson,
2015-04-14 **Named one of the best books of 2015 by The Economist** Private Markets, Fashion
Trends, Prison Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. North Korea is one of the most troubled societies
on earth. The country's 24 million people live under a violent dictatorship led by a single family,
which relentlessly pursues the development of nuclear arms, which periodically incites risky military
clashes with the larger, richer, liberal South, and which forces each and every person to play a role
in the theater state even as it pays little more than lip service to the wellbeing of the overwhelming
majority. With this deeply anachronistic system eventually failed in the 1990s, it triggered a famine
that decimated the countryside and obliterated the lives of many hundreds of thousands of people.



However, it also changed life forever for those who survived. A lawless form of marketization came
to replace the iron rice bowl of work in state companies, and the Orwellian mind control of the
Korean Workers' Party was replaced for many by dreams of trade and profit. A new North Korea
Society was born from the horrors of the era--one that is more susceptible to outside information
than ever before with the advent of k-pop and video-carrying USB sticks. This is the North Korean
society that is described in this book. In seven fascinating chapters, the authors explore what life is
actually like in modern North Korea today for the ordinary man and woman on the street. They
interview experts and tap a broad variety of sources to bring a startling new insider's view of North
Korean society--from members of Pyongyang's ruling families to defectors from different periods and
regions, to diplomats and NGOs with years of experience in the country, to cross-border traders
from neighboring China, and textual accounts appearing in English, Korean and Chinese sources.
The resulting stories reveal the horror as well as the innovation and humor which abound in this
fascinating country.

total control in north korea: State, Society and Markets in North Korea Andrew Yeo,
2021-11-04 Under Kim Jong-un, North Korea has experienced growing economic markets, an
emerging ‘nouveau riche,' and modest levels of urban development. To what extent is North Korean
politics and society changing? How has the growth of markets transformed state-society relations?
This Element evaluates the shifting relationship between state, society, and markets in a deeply
authoritarian context. If the regime implements controlled economic measures, extracts rent, and
subsumes the market economy into its ideology, the state will likely retain strong authoritarian
control. Conversely, if it fails to incorporate markets into its legitimating message, as private actors
build informal trust networks, share information, and collude with state bureaucrats, more
fundamental changes in state-society relations are in order. By opening the 'black box' of North
Korea, this Element reveals how the country manages to teeter forward, and where its domestic
future may lie.

total control in north korea: Escape from Camp 14 Blaine Harden, 2012-03-29 With a New
Foreword The heartwrenching New York Times bestseller about the only known person born inside a
North Korean prison camp to have escaped. North Korea’s political prison camps have existed twice
as long as Stalin’s Soviet gulags and twelve times as long as the Nazi concentration camps. No one
born and raised in these camps is known to have escaped. No one, that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk. In
Escape From Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the secrets of the world’s most repressive totalitarian
state through the story of Shin’s shocking imprisonment and his astounding getaway. Shin knew
nothing of civilized existence—he saw his mother as a competitor for food, guards raised him to be a
snitch, and he witnessed the execution of his mother and brother. The late “Dear Leader” Kim Jong
Il was recognized throughout the world, but his country remains sealed as his third son and chosen
heir, Kim Jong Eun, consolidates power. Few foreigners are allowed in, and few North Koreans are
able to leave. North Korea is hungry, bankrupt, and armed with nuclear weapons. It is also a human
rights catastrophe. Between 150,000 and 200,000 people work as slaves in its political prison camps.
These camps are clearly visible in satellite photographs, yet North Korea’s government denies they
exist. Harden’s harrowing narrative exposes this hidden dystopia, focusing on an extraordinary
young man who came of age inside the highest security prison in the highest security state. Escape
from Camp 14 offers an unequalled inside account of one of the world’s darkest nations. It is a tale
of endurance and courage, survival and hope.

total control in north korea: Inside the Red Box Patrick McEachern, 2010-12-21 North
Korea's institutional politics defy traditional political models, making the country's actions seem
surprising or confusing when, in fact, they often conform to the regime's own logic. Drawing on
recent materials, such as North Korean speeches, commentaries, and articles, Patrick McEachern, a
specialist on North Korean affairs, reveals how the state's political institutions debate policy and
inform and execute strategic-level decisions. Many scholars dismiss Kim Jong-Il's regime as a
one-man dictatorship, calling him the last totalitarian leader, but McEachern identifies three major
institutions that help maintain regime continuity: the cabinet, the military, and the party. These



groups hold different institutional policy platforms and debate high-level policy options both before
and after Kim and his senior leadership make their final call. This method of rule may challenge
expectations, but North Korea does not follow a classically totalitarian, personalistic, or corporatist
model. Rather than being monolithic, McEachern argues, the regime, emerging from the crises of
the 1990s, rules differently today than it did under Kim's father, Kim Il Sung. The son is less
powerful and pits institutions against one another in a strategy of divide and rule. His leadership is
fundamentally different: it is post-totalitarian. Authority may be centralized, but power remains
diffuse. McEachern maps this process in great detail, supplying vital perspective on North Korea's
reactive policy choices, which continue to bewilder the West.

total control in north korea: "You Cry at Night But Don't Know Why" , 2018 This report
documents unwanted sexual contact and violence that is so common in North Korea it has come to
be accepted as part of ordinary life. Many North Koreans told Human Rights Watch that when an
official in a position of power “picks” a woman she has no choice but to comply with any demands he
makes, whether for sex, money, or other favors. Women interviewed said that the sexual predators
include high-ranking party officials, prison and detention facility guards and interrogators, police
and secret police officials, prosecutors, and soldiers. Fearful of social disgrace and retaliation, and
with few, if any, avenues for redress, North Korean women rarely report abuse.--Publisher website.

total control in north korea: North Korea Congressional Research Congressional Research
Service, 2015-06-22 North Korea has presented one of the most vexing and persistent problems in
U.S. foreign policy in the post-Cold War period. The United States has never had formal diplomatic
relations with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (the official name for North Korea),
although contact at a lower level has ebbed and flowed over the years. Negotiations over North
Korea's nuclear weapons program have occupied the past three U.S. administrations, even as some
analysts anticipated a collapse of the isolated authoritarian regime. North Korea has been the
recipient of over $1 billion in U.S. aid (though none since 2009) and the target of dozens of U.S.
sanctions.

total control in north korea: Famine in North Korea Stephan Haggard, Marcus Noland, 2007
In their carefully researched book, Stephan Haggard and Marcus Noland present the most
comprehensive account of the famine to date, examining not only the origins and aftermath of the
crisis but also the regime's response to outside aid and the effect of its current policies on the
country's economic future. Their study begins by considering the root causes of the famine,
weighing the effects of the decline in the availability of food against its poor distribution. Then it
takes a close look at the aid effort, addressing the difficulty of monitoring assistance within the
country, and concludes with an analysis of current economic reforms and strategies of
engagement.--BOOK JACKET.

total control in north korea: North Korea: A Country Study Robert L. Worden, 2011-04-21
NOTE: NO FURTHER DISCOUNT FOR THIS PRINT PRODUCT--OVERSTOCK SALE -- Significantly
reduced list price This edition of North Korea: A Country Study replaces the previous edition,
published in 1994. Like its predecessor, this study attempts to review the history and treat in a
concise manner the dominant social, political, economic, and military aspects of contemporary North
Korea. Sources of information included books, scholarly journals, foreign and domestic newspapers,
official reports of governments and international organizations, and numerous periodicals and Web
sites on Korean and East Asian affairs. A word of caution is necessary, however. Even though more
information is forthcoming from and about North Korea since it became a member of the United
Nations in 1991, the government of a closed society such as that of North Korea controls information
for internal and external consumption, limiting both the scope of coverage and its dissemination. A
chronology of major historical events is provided at the front of the book (see table A). Chapter
bibliographies appear at the end of the book, and brief comments on some of the more valuable and
enduring sources recommended for further reading appear at the end of each chapter. A glossary
also is included. Spellings of place-names in the book are in most cases those approved by the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names (BGN); spellings of some of the names, however, cannot be verified, as




the BGN itself notes. Readers of this book are alerted that because the BGN recognizes the Sea of
Japan as the formal name of the body of water to the east of the Korean Peninsula, this book also
uses that term.. Similarly, the Yellow Sea is identified as the West Sea. The McCune-Reischauer
system of transliteration has been employed except for the names of some prominent national and
historical figures. Thus, Kim Il-song is rendered as Kim Il Sung, and Kim Chong-il is rendered as Kim
Jong Il. The names of Korean authors writing in English are spelled as given in the original
publication. Measurements are given in the metric system. A conversion table (see table B) is
provided to assist readers who are unfamiliar with metric measurements. Other related items:
Foreign Countries collection can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/international-foreign-affairs/foreign-country-studies The body of
the text reflects information available as of August 1, 2007. Certain other parts of the text, however,
have been updated: the Chronology and Introduction discuss significant events that have occurred
since the completion of research, and the Country Profile and portions of some chapters include
updated information as available.

total control in north korea: Criminal Sovereignty Paul Rexton Kan, 2010 North Korea's
criminal conduct, smuggling, trafficking, and counterfeiting, is well known, but the organization
directing it is understudied or overlooked. North Korea practices a form of criminal sovereignty that
is unique in the contemporary international security arena. It uses state sovereignty to protect itself
from external interference in its domestic affairs while dedicating a portion of its government to
carrying out illicit international activities in defiance of international law and the domestic laws of
numerous other nations. The proceeds of these activities are used in a number of ways to sustain
North Korea's existence and to enable other policies. The authors of this monograph focus on North
Korea's Office #39 as the state apparatus that directs illicit activities to include the manufacture and
distribution of illegal drugs, the counterfeiting of U.S. currency, and the manufacture and
distribution of counterfeit cigarettes. Finally, as Kim Jong-Il becomes more frail, the authors assess
how his successor may continue or alter Office #39's activities.--

total control in north korea: Juche Thomas Julian Belke, 1999 Embark on an illustrated
journey into one of the world's most isolated nations - North Korea. Juche: A Christian Study of
North Korea's State Religion takes you on a journey into North Korea to view what is possibly the
most rigidly controlling religious system on the planet - Juche. Through the use of unchallengeable
totalitarian power, North Korea's ruling elite enforces Juche ideology in every aspect of the culture.
No competing ideologies are permitted. Under the Juche belief system, man is proclaimed God in a
nation whose government has officially decided against Christianity for all of its citizens. The
majority of North Koreans today have never heard the name of Jesus. This book explores the various
aspects of Juche, including its origins, central teachings, spiritual dimension, and holy sites. It also
considers the Juche worldview, propagation of the Juche culture, and Juche as a religion in
transition. The journey into North Korea's state religion concludes by considering a biblical view of
the future of Juche.--Amazon.com.

total control in north korea: North Korea in a Nutshell Kongdan Oh, Ralph Hassig,
2021-06-11 Explore North Korea, one of the most secretive countries in the world. This thoughtful
book provides a concise introduction to North Korea. Two leading experts, Kongdan Oh and Ralph
Hassig, trace the country’s history from its founding in 1948 and describe the many facets of its
political, economic, social, and cultural life. The authors illuminate a hidden nation dominated by
three generations of the secretive Kim regime, a family dynasty more suited to the Middle Ages than
the contemporary era. North Korea has a robust if outmoded military force, including a growing
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction, to deter and defend against foreign attacks and to maintain
independence and isolation from the rest of the world. The struggling economy, disconnected from
the global marketplace, operates under harsh international sanctions. All North Koreans, from the
highest party cadres to the youngest children living in prison camps, are essentially servants of the
leader. Despite Kim Jong-un’s despotic control, the authors argue that North Korea cannot continue
on its current path indefinitely. Kim treats even his closest associates harshly, and the gap is



widening between his elite supporters, numbering a million or so, and the other twenty-four million
North Koreans. The economic and technological gap between South Korea and North Korea is
increasing as well, and younger people are becoming disenchanted as they gradually learn more
about the outside world.

total control in north korea: Why Nations Fail Daron Acemoglu, James A. Robinson,
2013-09-17 Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has
stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth
and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps
ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or
destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the fastest growing countries in
the world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are mired in
poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is man-made
political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just
one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North
Korea are among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the
richest. The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed
everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success thus spurred was sustained
because the government became accountable and responsive to citizens and the great mass of
people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political repression, and very
different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to
the politics that created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years
of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall extraordinary historical evidence from the
Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England,
Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy with great
relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China has built an authoritarian growth
machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best
days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites to aggrandize power
are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers a small minority? - What is the most
effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More
philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu
and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between inclusive political and economic
institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the world.

total control in north korea: A Kim Jong-Il Production Paul Fischer, 2015 Love, films and
kidnapping in North Korea. Before becoming the world's most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-11 ran
North Korea's Ministry for Propaganda. He conceived, produced and wrote every film made in the
country, but grew frustrated by how badly they compared to his beloved Hollywood blockbusters. As
he jealously eyed his enemy South Korea's thriving film industry, he hit upon the perfect solution-
order the kidnapping of its most famous actress and her ex-husband, its most acclaimed director.
The film star vanished first. When the director went to investigate, he too woke up wrapped in
plastic sheeting aboard a ship bound for North Korea. To gain Kim Jong-11's trust, they worked
together to create a series of epic films, including a cult classic remake of Godzilla. But could they
escape? Packed with tension and passion, A Kim Jong-11 Productionis a jaw-dropping non-fiction
thriller that offers a rare glimpse into another world. 'Perhaps the most extraordinary tale from the
world's most bizarre country.' Paul French author of Midnight in Peking 'A true story of desperate
movie stars, daring escapes and the paranoid leader who brought it all together. Equal parts history,
thriller and farce . . . will keep you engrossed until the very end.' Matt Baglio, co-author of New York
TimesBestsellerArgo- How the CIA and Hollywood Pulled Off the Most Audacious Rescue in History
'A Cold War story almost too wild to believe, an epic love story that reveals in Technicolor the North
Korean hermit kingdom and its movie-obsessed, improbably charismatic late leader.
Unputdownable.' Benjamin Wallace, author of New York TimesBestseller The Billionaire's Vinegar
'That a North Korean dictator should kidnap two South Korean movie stars and force them to make



films he hoped would rival Hollywood seems the stuff of fantasy. But it isn't, Kim Jong-11 did, and
Paul Fischer captivatingly tells perhaps the most extraordinary tale from the world's most bizarre
country. Flabbergasting.' Paul French, author of International Bestseller Midnight in Peking

total control in north korea: Talking to North Korea Glyn Ford, 2018 There are many roads to
war, but only one path to peace in North Korea

total control in north korea: North Korea Paul Moorcraft, 2020-04-06 A journalist and military
historian’s in-depth look at the reclusive rogue nation, its ruling dynasty, and the ongoing threat it
presents. Created in 1945 when Korea was partitioned, North Korea, or the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, remains the world’s most secretive nation. Even the few permitted visitors are
closely monitored by minders, so accounts of those who have escaped are the main source of
information on conditions within the country. What is not in doubt is the totalitarian control over the
population exercised by the ruling dynasty. Kim Jong-un is the grandson of the first dictator, Kim
[I-sung. Until the development of a credible nuclear arsenal, it was possible to ignore North Korean
posturing. But that is no longer an option as test firing proved that not only were other Asian nations
directly threatened but the United States as well. While President Trump and Kim Jong-un met in
Singapore in June 2018, there remains distrust and dangerous uncertainty. In this book, longtime
foreign correspondent and military historian Paul Moorcraft traces the history of this small rogue
nation that represents a major threat to world peace—and examines the situation’s political and
military implications.

total control in north korea: Target North Korea Gavan McCormack, 2004 The author, an
expert in Asian history, reveals the tragic history of Korea that does not fit American stereotypes of
the country, including Japan's historical and unrepentant role in creating and perpetuating a hostile
North Korea.

total control in north korea: North Korea United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Foreign Relations, 2007

total control in north korea: Disarming Strangers Leon V. Sigal, 1999-07-01 In June 1994 the
United States went to the brink of war with North Korea. With economic sanctions impending,
President Bill Clinton approved the dispatch of substantial reinforcements to Korea, and plans were
prepared for attacking the North's nuclear weapons complex. The turning point came in an
extraordinary private diplomatic initiative by former President Jimmy Carter and others to reverse
the dangerous American course and open the way to a diplomatic settlement of the nuclear crisis.
Few Americans know the full details behind this story or perhaps realize the devastating impact it
could have had on the nation's post-Cold War foreign policy. In this lively and authoritative book,
Leon Sigal offers an inside look at how the Korean nuclear crisis originated, escalated, and was
ultimately defused. He begins by exploring a web of intelligence failures by the United States and
intransigence within South Korea and the International Atomic Energy Agency. Sigal pays particular
attention to an American mindset that prefers coercion to cooperation in dealing with aggressive
nations. Drawing upon in-depth interviews with policymakers from the countries involved, he
discloses the details of the buildup to confrontation, American refusal to engage in diplomatic
give-and-take, the Carter mission, and the diplomatic deal of October 1994. In the post-Cold War
era, the United States is less willing and able than before to expend unlimited resources abroad; as a
result it will need to act less unilaterally and more in concert with other nations. What will become
of an American foreign policy that prefers coercion when conciliation is more likely to serve its
national interests? Using the events that nearly led the United States into a second Korean War,
Sigal explores the need for policy change when it comes to addressing the challenge of nuclear
proliferation and avoiding conflict with nations like Russia, Iran, and Iraq. What the Cuban missile
crisis was to fifty years of superpower conflict, the North Korean nuclear crisis is to the coming era.

total control in north korea: Engaging North Korea Stephan Haggard, Marcus Noland, 2011
This monograph reviews the efficacy of economic statecraft vis- -vis North Korea, with a particular
focus on the use of sanctions and inducements on the part of the United States in seeking to achieve
nonproliferation and wider foreign policy objectives. Two structural constraints operate: North



Korea's particularly repressive state, with a narrowing governing coalition; and the country's
changing economic relations. As an empirical matter, there is little evidence that sanctions had
effect, or did so only in conjunction with inducements. However, inducements did not yield
significant results either, in part because of severe credibility and sequencing problems in the
negotiations.
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